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The Eastern California Museum pulled 

off quite a trick after all the state budget 

dust had settled. Despite the stateôs near 

financial meltdown and uncertainty about 

the future, it appears that the Museumôs 

operations, thanks to the Friends of the 

Eastern California Museum, wonôt be 

visibly impacted. 

 

The Museumôs belt-tightening involved 

reductions (sometimes to nearly zero) in 

virtually every expense category. This 

year, the Museum will be relying on the 

Friends to get by on a bare-bones budget 

and maintain its current staff and hours 

(seven days a week from 10-5 p.m.) and 

proceed with planned projects and pro-

grams.  

 

The Friends provided a stipend for 

Heather Todd, a graduate student who 

interned at the Museum over the summer. 

Heather organized the sprawling Man-

zanar History File. 

 

ñNorman Clyde of the High Sierraò has 

been showing to rave reviews from 

across the state, with media including 

newspapers, bloggers, and Web pages 

touting the exhibit. The Friends provided 

the roughly $5,500 needed to install 

the successful exhibit, which will run 

at least through the end of 2009. 

 

Next up on the ñto doò list is some 

pretty extensive work on the Mu-

seumôs existing Manzanar exhibit, 

with the expenses being paid from the 

Friendsô Manzanar fund. The work 

includes preserving one-of-a-kind 

photos, improving the display of arti-

facts, and developing more extensive 

interpretive material. Another 

Friendsô effort will focus on cleaning 

up and opening up some of the build-

ings in Little Pine Village. 

 

The Friends have sponsored book 

signings, talks, living history events, 

and slide shows. Plus, the Friends 

Board has made a commitment to 

sponsor more field trips, talks (see p. 

2), and educational and informational 

programs at the Museum. 

 

As always, the Friends are quick to 

volunteer whenever something needs 

to be done, and are a never-ending 

source of smiles, encouragement, and 

enthusiasm. 

 

 Itôs comforting to have the unwaver-

ing support of the Friends of the East-

ern California Museum.  
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DESTRUCTION ON OAK CREEK: THE 

MUDFLOW OF JULY 12, 2008 

Field trip and lecture well attended 

Late in the afternoon of July 12, 2008 intense 

rain fell on the Oak Creek drainage near Inde-

pendence. Mud, rocks, and trees flowed out of 

the Sierra Nevada and wreaked havoc on the 

Bright Ranch, the Mathews property, the 

Ashworth property, the Mt. Whitney Fish 

Hatchery, and 25 homes along Oak Creek.  

Over the past year, geologists have been in-

vestigating the Oak Creek drainage to docu-

ment just what happened, how it happened, 

and what could happen in the future. Dave 

Wagner, FECM Board member and geologist 

for the California Geological Survey, pre-

sented the preliminary results of the investiga-

tion at a lecture sponsored by FECM and the 

Independence Civic Club on the evening July 

17, 2009. About 60 people attended the pres-

entation which featured an entertaining video 

showing examples debris flows and mudflows 

from around the world.  Thirty-five people 

joined Dave and local geologist Jim Stroh on 

a three hour field trip to the north fork of Oak 

Creek on  July 18th   .  

Cerro Gordo in the early 1900ôs 

FECM FIELD TRIP TO CERRO 

GORDO  

Join the Friends of the Eastern California 

Museum on Saturday September 12, for a 

field trip to the mines and ghost town of 

Cerro Gordo. Discovered in 1865, Cerro 

Gordo produced silver, lead, and zinc ore 

worth an estimated $15 million.  Meet at 

8:30 am at the Eastern California Mu-

seum, 155 N. Grant in Independence. To 

sign up, call the Museum at 760 878-0364 

(limited to 35 people). Dress in layers; 

bring food and water. Yellow Grade to 

Cerro Gordo is steep and rocky so 4wd is 

recommended and high clearance is re-

quired. $15 for FECM members and $20 

for nonmembers. 

OWENS VALLEY SOLAR ENERGY: 

Part 1, Assessing the Resource 

Lecture by Jim Stroh 

How much solar energy could Owens Val-

ley receive under ideal conditions? How 

much do we actually get and why? This 

presentation will address these questions 

in understandable terms using information 

based on local measurements and model-

ing. Tuesday September 15 at 6:30 pm at 

the Owens Valley H.S. multipurpose room 

in Independence. 



ñBack then, we could go about anywhere we 

wanted to go,ò recalled Glen Dawson, still 

spry and sharp at 97 years old, as he looked 

at photos of himself as a teenager that are 

part of the Norman Clyde Exhibit at the East-

ern California Museum.  

 

Dawson, Clyde and the Sierra Club climbers 

who scaled the Sierraôs tallest peaks and 

made the toughest climbs in the 1920s and 

1930s have become icons in the history of 

Sierra climbing. Dawson was back in the 

Eastern Sierra in July for a presentation by 

his friend and historian Bill Oliver, titled 

ñNorman Clyde, Climbing and Guiding with 

the Sierra Club,ò which was sponsored by the 

Friends of the Eastern California Museum.   

 

At age 97, Glen has been a member of the 

Sierra Club for longer than anyone else on 

the planet. He received his Sierra Club mem-

bership in 1915, one year after John Muir 

stepped down as president of the club. Glenôs 

father, Earnest, was a  Sierra Club board 

member. Glen would also serve on the 

Clubôs board.  

 

In 1926, Glen was 14 and on his first Sierra 

Club High Trip, the legendary forays into the 

high country that brought up to 200 people to 

the Sierra for extended summer stays. Nor-

man Clyde was already an old hand as a 

High Trip Guide. 

 

On the next yearôs High Trip, Glen met an-

other 15-year-old, Jules Eichorn, who would 

eventually team with Glen and Norman on 

some the eraôs most difficult and memorable 

climbs. Jules was going along at the sugges-

tion of his piano teacher,  Ansel Adams (yes, 

that Ansel Adams).  

 

After scaling the Matterhorn with his father 

in 1928, Glen, Jules, Norman and other 

young climbers topped out on some of the 

toughest peaks in the Sierra. In 1931 the trio 

were part of the now famous ñclimbing 

school,ò which taught them more technical 

climbing and rope techniques. In 1931, they 

made the first ascent of the East Face of Mt. 

Whitney, which was completed in just three 

hours, a time that stands up well even today.  

 

Glen, whose family owned Dawsonôs Book 

Shop in Los Angeles, got some more worldly 

climbing experience in the 1930s, when he 

climbed in Russia, Japan, Switzerland, and 

Germany.  

 

When World War II broke out Glen was 28 

years old with a wife and family. He was  

drafted and served in the elite the 10th 

Mountain Division. The famous ñski troopò 

trained in the Colorado Rockies, and in-

cluded  European and American climbers, 

skiers and mountaineers, and regular recruits, 

such as Kansas farm boy Bob Dole (yes, that 

Bob Dole). Glen recalled a standard training 

trip: set out from Camp Carson near Lead-

ville, Colorado,  ski all day, spend the night 

and then turn around and ski back to camp. 

After Glen saw action in Italy, he returned to 

Southern California to run the book store, 

raise his family and continue to hike in and 

promote the High Sierra.   

Mountaineer visits the Norman Clyde Exhibit with fond memories 

From left to right, Glen Dawson, Robert Underhill, Jules 
Eichorn, and Norman  Clyde after making the first ascent of 

the East Face of Mt. Whitney in 1931. It took the foursome 

just three hours to accomplish the feat. Photo by Francis 
Farquar, Norman Clyde Collection.  


