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and about 100 other arti-

facts, ranging from bows 

and arrows to basket-

making utensils, had 

been placed in their new 

home: the Anna and OK 

Kelley Gallery of Native 

American Life.  

 The Museum 

was lucky enough to 

engage the services of 

Claiborne Mitchell to 

A  t a l e n t e d 

group of volunteers and 

Museum staff spent most 

of a day moving the Mu-

seumôs large and re-

nowned Native Ameri-

can basket and artifact 

collection from one side 

of the building to the 

other this spring.  

  The day a mix 

of heavy labor and deli-

cate maneuvering, was 

also a bit of a museum 

reunion. Three former 

Museum staffers ï 

Courtney Smith, Richard 

Potashin and Richard 

Stewart ï were on hand 

to help with the basket-

moving effort. Friends of 

the Eastern California 

Museum Board Members 

Lynn Johnson and Dave 

Wagner were also instru-

mental when it came to 

the move, which was 

photographed by Paul 

Fretheim.    

 Lynn, along 

with Museum Assistants 

Roberta Harlan and 

Donna Stanger, under-

took the laborious task of 

emptying those larger 

display cases of artifacts 

and moving each basket, 

the huge rabbit-skin 

blanket, and the  rare red

-clay pots by hand, all 

under the watchful eye of 

Museum Specialist Beth 

Porter. Several other 

cases with fragile arti-

facts also had to be emp-

tied before the cases 

could be moved. Within 

about four hours, more 

than 400 baskets, 17 

cases of varying sizes 

When you get 

tossed into the water 

headfirst and come up 

gasping for air and some-

thing solid to grab, itôs 

nice to latch on to a friend 

acting as a life preserver.  

Thatôs pretty 

much how I have come to 

view the Friends of the 

Eastern California Mu-

seum after my first 10 

months as the Director 

of the Eastern Califor-

nia Museum. It seems 

that every time I started 

to feel a bit swamped, a 

bit overwhelmed, the 

Friends were there to 

come to my rescue. 

Individually or as a 

B A S K E T S  F I N D  A  N E W H O M E 

U P C O M M I N G  

E V E N T S 

80th Anniversary  cele-

bration: Saturday Octo-

ber 18, 2008 

Past Tents Camping 

exhibit:  December 

2008 

Norman Clyde exhibit: 

February 14, 2009 
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The Friends of 

the Eastern California 

Museum make tangible 

and much-needed finan-

cial contributions to the 

Eastern California Mu-

seum by funding a vari-

ety of projects, events 

and new equipment.  

Since Novem-

ber of 2007, the Friends 

have picked up the tab 

for about $15,500 worth 

of museum-related costs, 

ranging from advertising 

to computers to refresh-

ments. Besides those 

expenditures, the group 

has pledged matching 

funds to the tune of 

$6,500 if the Museum 

secures a pending state 

grant that would be used 

to partially digitize the 

Museumôs collection of 

transportation and rail-

road photographs.  

ñThe Friends 

financial support gives 

the Museum the flexibil-

ity to act quickly when a 

pressing need arises,ò 

said Museum Director 

Jon Klusmire. The 

county funded Museum 

has always had a ñtightò 

operating budget, with 

the county money paying 

for the basics, he said. 

ñThe groupôs ongoing 

financial support is 

greatly appreciated by 

the Museumôs staff and 

visitorsò because that 

funding allows the Mu-

seum to obtain any num-

ber of goods and services 

that might not be budg-

eted for every year, he 

said. The Friends not 

only provide such highly 

visible additions to the 

museum as new exhibit 

cases, but also help pay 

for less tangible, but still 

vital expenses such as 

advertising and event 

promotion, Klusmire 

added. Some of the more 

significant purchases 

made by the Friends in 

the last 10 months in-

clude:  

 

$1,500 for com-

puter equipment, includ-

ing a new laptop com-

puter and a digital pro-

jector that will make it 

easier for guest speakers 

to present photos and 

ñslide showsò (the old-

fashioned phrase) during 

their talks.  

 

$2,100 for a 

new ñWalker Display 

Systemò installed (by 

volunteers from FECM) 

in the west wing. The 

system matches the one 

in the east wing, and 

provides a simple way to 

hang photos and artwork. 

In addition to the 

ñhanging hardware,ò six 

new lightweight display 

cases were also pur-

chased, which can be 

filled with artifacts and 

hung at various heights 

along the wall.  

 

$1,100 for ar-

chival storage boxes spe-

cially sized for the cloth-

ing, quilts and other 

large textiles that are in 

the Commanderôs House.  

 

$3,500 for the 

traveling exhibit, ñPast 

Tents: The Way We 

Used to Camp,ò which 

features photos and arti-

silent auction and more 

(see flyer enclosed with 

this newsletter). To do-

nate a prize for the silent 

auction  contact Elaine at 

(760) 878-2625.  

Soon after the 

80th Anniversary Cele-

bration, the Eastern Cali-

fornia Museum will open 

an exhibit that reveals 

how people have been 

In 1928, a group 

of dedicated volunteers 

formed a historical soci-

ety that would evolve 

into the Eastern Califor-

nia Museum. That means 

the Museum will turn 80 

this year, and the Friends 

are hosting a celebration 

and fundraiser. The gala 

will be held on Saturday, 

Oct. 18 and will feature a  

enjoying the Eastern 

Sierra and Death Valley 

for more than a century, 

followed by an exhibit 

featuring pioneering 

mountaineer and Inde-

pendence resident Nor-

man Clyde. 

 The Friends will 

also be the hosts and 

sponsors of what should 

be a delightful traveling 

F E C M  C O N T R I B U T I O N S  TO  T H E  M U S E U M 

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S 

òThe Friends 

financial support 

gives the Museum 

the flexibility to 

act quickly when a 

pressing need 

arises.ó   said 

Museum Director 

Jon Klusmire 

Norman Clyde ca. 1920 
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Scene from ñPast Tents: the 

Way We Used to Campò 
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